
 

July 15, 2014 

The Honorable Christopher Christie 
Governor of New Jersey 
125 W State Street 
Trenton, NJ 08608 
 

Dear Governor Christie:  

On behalf of Elephants DC and the named groups listed below working in a global effort to end the ivory 
trade, I respectfully urge you to sign S2012 into law.  Elephants are a beloved species yet their very existence is 
in jeopardy.  Poachers are slaughtering elephants in massive numbers for their tusks and trafficking networks are 
undermining the local rule of law and governance. 

While you served as the U.S. Attorney for the District of New Jersey you protected the safety and security of state 
residents.  As governor, signing S2012 into law would strengthen our national security by removing New 
Jersey’s market from the blood ivory trade; the proceeds of which sustain Africa-based terrorist groups and 
armed militia.  

In 2012, more than 35,000 wild elephants were killed in Africa for ivory products, that’s nearly 100 elephants every 
day. Experts estimate that if the killing rate persists, certain populations of African elephants could become extinct 
in the wild in the next ten years. 

Ivory supplies terrorists with revenue from the black market to buy weapons. These extreme groups in Africa, such 
as Janjaweed, Lord’s Resistance Army and the Al-Qaeda affiliate al-Shabaab, threaten American security. Ivory has 
become a conflict resource putting the very symbol of the Republican Party - the elephant – in risk of extinction. 
Indeed, U.S. Sen. Rob Portman, a republican from Ohio wrote, “Stopping the ivory trade has become not only a 
matter of conservation, but one of national security and international stability.”1 

The United States is the second largest market for ivory in the world, after China.  New Jersey is neighbor to the 
largest market for ivory in the U.S., New York, which has prosecuted several high-profile cases of illegal ivory trade 
during the last few years. New Jersey’s ports are known main ports of entry for smuggled wildlife and their parts 
and thus the Garden State must play a crucial role in the effort to combat wildlife trafficking.  

Law enforcement and wildlife officials, including representatives of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, remark that 
the legal market provides a cover for the illegal ivory trade.   According to the June 2014 report by the United 
Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and INTERPOL, global environmental crime is worth up to US$213 
billion each year2. The report states that, “Poached elephants may represent an end-user street value in Asia of 
US$165 to US$188 million of raw ivory” and that “the annual income from ivory to militias in the entire sub-
Saharan range is likely in the order of US$4 to US$12.2 million.”3 International criminals use the legal commercial 
ivory market to launder illegal ivory and rhino horn products under the guise of “antique,” “mammoth,” “bone” 
and even “jewelry” with false documentations and methods to make new ivory appear old.  

1 http://www.cnn.com/2014/02/08/opinion/portman-elephants/ 
2 http://www.unep.org/newscentre/default.aspx?DocumentID=2791&ArticleID=10906&l=en 
3 Ibid.  

                                                           



This bipartisan legislation bans ivory and rhino horn sales. Possession of elephant ivory or rhino horn products is 
not affected by the legislation. Musicians can continue to use instruments with ivory, if desired. And they can still 
inherit family heirlooms such as teapots with ivory handles. People can continue to possess legally acquired ivory as 
long as no commercial activities are involved. 

The world looks to the United States as a nation dedicated to the principles of democracy – and we must be a 
country that acts for the good of humanity. Despite the pushback from those who are unable to recognize that their 
attachment to ivory is driving the African elephant toward extinction and endangering the continent’s stability, it is 
imperative that the Garden State do its part to end its role in this illegal and cruel trade.  

Children learn that “E” is for “elephant,” not for “extinction.”  Please sign S2012 to ensure future New Jerseyans 
grow up in a world where elephants – and our humanity – still thrive.  

Thank you, 
Jen Samuel 
Elephants DC 
www.elephantsDC.org 
 
And on behalf of: 
 
Animal Welfare Institute  
Animals Asia 
Alliance for Animals and the Environment  
Ban Ivory Save Elephants  
Basil Bandwagon Health Food Store, Flemington 
Born Free USA 
Burn the Ivory  
Center for Biological Diversity  
Centre for Eco-Cultural Studies, Sri Lanka 
D’Angelo Italian Market in Princeton 
Dazzle Africa  
Deanna's Restaurant, Lambertville 
Elephantopia  
Elephant Advocacy  
Elephant DaZe 
Elephants LA  
Elephants NJ 
Endangered Species Coalition  
Fast Signs Flemington 
Hong Kong for Elephants  
Humane Society International  
iWorry 
Kenyans United Against Poaching  
Labyrinth Books, Princeton 
Lambertville House Inn 
Lambertville Station  
LuLu Lemon Clothing, Princeton 
March for Elephants  
Maximum Fitness, Flemington 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
Global March for Elephants and Rhinos 
Performing Animal Welfare Society 
Princeton Community TV 

Pro-Wildlife  
Save All Endangered Elephants  
Sneakers Plus, Flemington 
The Antique Jungle in Lambertville 
The Born Free Foundation 
The David Sheldrick Wildlife Trust 
The Costume Scene, Ewing 
The Front Porch, Pennington 
The Humane Society of Canada 
The Humane Society of the United States 
The People's Store in Lambertville 
The Organic View  
VETPAW 
WildAid  
WildlifeDirect 
Wildlife Conservation Society 
 

http://www.elephantsdc.org/
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